
Arguments in Favor of Proposed  
Amendments to Article VI of Constitution 

 
Proposed Amendments Would Increase Access to  

Justice, Protect Independence of the Courts 
 

At a public meeting held on December 2, 2005, the Judicial Council of California 
approved proposed legislation to amend article VI of the state Constitution in 
order to promote access to justice, ensure the independence of the judicial 
branch, and enhance accountability within the branch for the fair and effective 
administration of justice.  
 
Chief Justice Ronald M. George, chair of the council, noted that the approved 
proposals would affect all parts of California’s court system by providing 
increased stability to the courts and protecting judicial independence, while 
permitting the courts to better serve the public.  
 
Approved by a unanimous vote, the proposal was the result of several years of 
discussion, review, and comment among members of the judicial branch, key 
legislators, and the legal community.  
 
If the measure is approved by two-thirds vote of each house of the Legislature, it 
will appear on the ballot for the voters’ consideration at an upcoming statewide 
election.  
 
The proposed constitutional amendment includes these positive provisions: 
 
 Court Budgets: Guarantees financial stability for the courts by placing the 

judicial branch’s funding mechanism in the state Constitution. Funding for 
the judicial branch is currently determined by a statutory formula that links 
the courts’ baseline budget to increases in the state appropriations limit.  

 
 Judgeships: Requires the Legislature and Governor to provide a 

sufficient number of judges to ensure access to the courts and requires 
the Judicial Council to report to the Legislature on standards concerning 
the number of judges needed to provide that access.  

 
 Court Facilities: Clarifies that the Judicial Council has the authority to 

oversee California’s more than 450 courthouses. This authority is now 
contained in a state statute.  

 
 State Bar: Recognizes the California Supreme Court’s inherent and 

primary authority over bar admission and the discipline of attorneys, and 
that the State Bar serves as the administrative arm of the high court.  

 



 Judicial Salaries/Elections: Establishes a neutral salary-setting 
commission as an objective and independent way to set salaries for 
judicial officers. The amendments also would create an incentive for 
governors to fill a bench vacancy early in the process and provide that a 
new judge generally serve at least two years before facing the electorate.  

 
 Judicial Council: Recognizes that the Judicial Council acts to promote 

access to the fair and effective administration of justice. The amendments 
also clarify the council’s budgetary responsibilities and other 
administrative duties, change the council’s membership by adding three 
additional trial court judges and one nonvoting trial court administrator, 
and establish procedures for appointment of council members, including 
four superior court judges to be appointed form nominations from the 
superior court presiding judges.  

 
 Accountability: In addition to other provisions providing for increased 

accountability, responsibility, and access, the Chief Justice would present 
an annual “State of the Judiciary” message setting forth the condition of 
the court system.  

 
The proposed constitutional amendment is supported by the administrative 
presiding justices of the Courts of Appeal, the Executive Committee of the 
Judicial Council’s Presiding Judges Advisory Committee, the Court Executive 
Officers Advisory Committee, the chairs and vice-chairs of council advisory 
committees, the State Bar of California, and the Executive Board of the California 
Judges Association.   
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